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November 12, 2009
To the Members of the Medical Society:
Representatives of the North Carolina Association of Naturopathic Physicians (NCANP) are looking forward to meeting with members of the North Carolina Medical Society on January 15, 2010.  Prior to the meeting, we want to share with you information regarding the practice and standards of Naturopathic practice that are currently being used in the United States. The following items are enclosed for your review:
· Brochure -- The brochure includes information about education, licensure and the regulation of Naturopathic doctors in states where licensure has been granted.  
· DVD – An 11-minute DVD from Bastyr University, one of the premier accredited naturopathic medical schools for educating naturopathic doctors, that will give you a visual tour of the university as well as examples of how naturopathic medicine is being practiced in other states.
We certainly hope you will review these items before our meeting on January 15.  

Over the past months, we have met extensively with past presidents as well as the lobbyists from your organization. Many changes to the Naturopathic Doctors Licensing bill have resulted from these meetings. The changes include:


1. Elimination from the scope of practice the following:


The use of Pharmaceuticals (Legend Drugs)



Any practice of minor surgery


The practice of obstetrics 

2. Addition of two Medical Doctors as well as a public member to the seven- member Naturopathic Licensing Board 

3. Inclusion of an Advisory Board comprised of two MD’s, two ND’s, a pharmacist, and an Advanced Practice nurse in the spirit of professions collaborating to improve health care outcomes.

4. Inclusion of a requirement for a one year residency program to practice in the state of North Carolina, hopefully provided by one of the medical institutions in North Carolina.

5. Inclusion of a requirement that every Naturopathic doctor in North Carolina obtain written agreements from four medical doctors within their community, such as a pediatrician, OB-GYN, Internist, surgeon, etc,  that they agree to take patient referrals from ND’s when further medical evaluation or treatment is necessary.
We feel these changes reflect the concerns of the NC Medical Society and also allow naturopathic doctors to practice using the best natural therapies as possible. We remain open to further suggestions that would allow us to move this legislation through the legislature in 2010.

More than any other state, licensure of Naturopaths in North Carolina is needed because there is a growing business in the state of individuals who are practicing naturopathy using correspondence courses and they have absolutely no clinical training. North Carolina has become known as a state that does not regulate this practice, which has allowed such practices to mushroom. It is estimated that 65 to 100 of these individuals are practicing in our state using the title of “Naturopathic Doctor”. Even more confusing is that these individuals feel that they are actually licensed by a board registered with the Secretary of State. Known as the North Carolina Board of Naturopathic Examiners, this fraudulent board has been issuing bogus “licenses” to practice naturopathy in North Carolina. In 1999, a young diabetic child died under the care of one of these individuals when he took the child off insulin and gave her herbs to cleanse her from a viral infection. Other cases of harm are documented but none have been as tragic as the young child’s death. (See enclosed documentation of fraudulent board)
We feel the Naturopathic Doctors Licensing bill would set the standards needed to build a sanctioned profession in our state and prevent individuals practicing naturopathy with no clinical training from exacting harm on unsuspecting North Carolinians. In addition it would create a structure which would build collaboration between the various professions as our health care begins to integrate natural therapies into the practice of conventional medicine. 

We look forward to meeting with you in January, and please feel free to contact me if you have questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely,

Susan DeLaney, ND

Legislative Chair
North Carolina Association of Naturopathic Physicians 
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